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T.o.c. 

 Recovering a paper collection. What’s for? 

 Before going eletronic you have to know where paper is 

 Paper version, open access and subscription a comparison 

 Paper version, is it still an opportunity? 

 Everything is online, is it true? 

 If you want an electronic version, why not doing it jourself? 
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A ‘Philologic recovering’ project:  
or where  paper has been kept during time? 

Since fifty years ago our Library has been collecting documents sent by 
the United Nations Board of publications, as a Library belonging to the 
United Nations System of Depository Libraries 

 The project: retrieving the paper version of our collection to link it to 
the electronic one 

 Criteria adopted: only Journals and Yearbooks belonging to the UCSC 
library collection and stored in a single Reference room (it represents a 
practical example of how a collection can develop during time) 

 Assuming all the limits of a local collection: different language 
versions, missing issues, errors and misunderstandings in the 
managing of the collection 

 Not interfering with the cataloguing rules adopted in the past, but 
correcting big errors and making documents retrievable for users: f. i. 
a new presentation order on the shelves and completing and enriching 
bibliographic records 
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Selecting on-line documents using trustable 
instruments: the ‘Gobal Search’ tool  

The selection of those journals and yearbooks, continuing to be 
published also on-line, has been made according to an instrument put at 
disposal by the United Nations, or the ‘Global Search’ tool, created by the 
UNOG (United Nations Office in Geneva) Library in Geneva 

To create the link paper/electonic, only open access version has been 
considered 

No data-bases have been included, as for instance: ‘UN Treaty Series 
Online’, or ‘Monthly Bullettin of Statistics’ data-base, because a data-base 
is not a Publication page giving access to singular issues at choice  
spoiling them 

An ‘ad hoc’ electronic resources page has been created in the OPAC to 
host all the links to the electronic version accessible for free 

A table has been put at dispoal giving information on different coverages: 
on paper, open access electronic version and under subscription 
electronic version 

UNOG Global Search 

http://pmt-eu.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=41UNOG_V1
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Different formats at disposal: a comparison 

Our collection consists in a few more than 100 titles, of which 43 are at 

disposal on-line for free, of which 25 are availabe under subscription 

In the following graphs you have a representation of this comparison 
between different formats: on paper, on-line open access, on-line under 
subscritpion 

Even if the open access (red column) seems to win, we have to remind 
that: it covers less than a half of the entire collection titles, and that in 
most of the cases the on-line version instead of supplementing the paper 
one, it complements it 

Only in 6 cases the two forms of availability coincides, and this matching 
will continue in the future for only three titles, because in these cases 
paper is still received, but not in the oher three of which we do not receive 
the paper anymore, or we autonomously decided to interrupt subscription 
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Graph  1, The first 21 titles  
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Graph  2, The other 22 titles 
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Open access vs. paper version 

 Usually, open access version considers more recent issues than 
ancient ones, there are obviously some exceptions as for instance 
ECLAC publications, which are hosted in a specific domain 
repository, or those object of digitalization project as for instance 
the «Statistical Yearbook» 

 In some cases open access and paper version simply coincide 

 But in some other cases paper version is better than the electronic 
one. This is the case of the «Yearbook of the United Nations», 
which happens to be more complete on paper than on-line, 
because some years are lacking on-line. Or in the case of 
publications put at disposal only by means of data-bases, for the 
reasons stated before (more linked to ways of access than 
availability) 
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Open access vs. under subscription 

This is a comparison that cannot be made at the moment for different sort 

of reasons: 

 The institutional repository is still under construction and it has still a 
short time coverage, which is due to increase in the future 

 The institutional repository offers some services that are lacking in the 
open access, it guarantees long preservation, D.O.I. adresses, one-
shop environment to retrieve all available information, indexation, 
citiation tools 

 Subscription per se is also an issue to be taken into consideration, in 
case of budgetary constraints, even if you are a depository library, see 
the movement born in U.S.A. for free subscription for at least 
depository libraries 
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Dedicated web-pages vs. data-bases 

   

A dedicated web page is better than a searchable data-base, for the 
following reasons: 

 to correctly search a data-base you need some information, to 
search by keywords is a randomly way to do your search  

 data-bases are not always organized by ways of indexes  

 even if they are, you still have to have some information, for 
instance when a document has been published, or to which data-
base sub-collection it belongs, … 

 Browsing a list of publication chronologically organized by journal 
issues gives you a lot of information about the evolution of a 
journal or a serial publication 
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Paper vs. data-bases 

 To give a further opportunity to the local collection, in order not to 
consider it only as something taking space. If one has at disposal 
more formats to choose within, one can also diversify his research 
using also different search instruments, or search approaches 
according to formats 

 

 Data-bases are useful for technicians or people that hold already some 
information, common users (students or citizens) able to search only 
by keywods retrieve most of the time accidental and chaotic results 
(with a lot of backgroud noise) 

 

 We are still in an historical phase in which it is not true that everything 
is on-line, as regards United Nations for instance in most of the cases, 
only digital-born documents or issued post 1993, are present in 
repositories or data-bases, ancient documents have still to be fully 
digitized 
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Which conclusions and which is the next step of the 
project? 

Conclusions: 

 Paradoxically paper still matters, because it contains information not 
available on-line 

 Lib-guides are necessary to navigate the on-line landscape because 
they give to users suitable information and serachig tools 

Next steps: 

 Going even back in time: or looking for documents belonging to the 
League of Nations 

 If you want electronic in this case is better to do it yourself, as the 
Northewestern Univeristy Library did for League of Nations «Statistical 
Yearbook» 

 or wait till the end of digitalization project, with the risk that you have to 
subcribe another repository  

UNOG LONTAD Project 

https://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057D930/(httpPages)/EFBEE574FFB575BEC1257DF6003B333A?OpenDocument
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